CHAPTER XXVII
The season in New York still-born. An icy reception. A Cigarette Maker's
Romance and The Children of the King fail to attract. Indignation at our own
mismanagement. A reception in Wall Street. Generosity of American
press. Disappointment on my failure as a matine*e idol. William Winter's
wonderful tribute to * Mimi.* The inventions of the press-agent. Pneu-
monia. Meeting with Richard le Gallienne, Austin Strong and Lloyd
Osbourne. I accept their Napoleonic play The Exile for production. We
are "put into Canada,'* and bless the day. The Breed of the Treshams
appears. Its mysterious authorship. Plans for return to States frustrated.
MESSRS. KLAW AND ERLANGER particularly wished us
to open our season in New York with a play which would
be new to the audiences there, rather than with The
Only Way, which, it may be remembered, had already
been produced in the States under the management of
Charles Frohman, with Mr, Henry Miller, in the part of
Sydney Carton.    During our visit to Dublin, we re-
vived A Cigarette Maker's Romance and added Rouget de
Ulsle as a 'first piece* to strengthen the attraction.
These two plays were received with such enthusiasm
that I  cabled  Messrs.  Klaw and Erlanger,  strongly
urging them  to  open  with this  double  bill.    They
cabled back: "Don't advise starting with double bill
under the circumstances open with Only Way.'9 Double
bills, as I have said earlier in these notes, are seldom
favoured by managers, and the prejudice against them,
no doubt influenced the judgment of Messrs. Klaw and
Erlanger.    But to open with The Only Way, which had
already been seen in New York not so very long ago,
was, I felt, a mistake.   However, my American friends
were paying the piper and had a right to call the tune.
Besides, I argued, they probably knew their audiences
better than I could; but I gravely doubted the wisdom
of this policy, and my fears were justified.
Our   opening  lacked  novelty.   Henry   Miller  was
already identified with the part of Sydney Carton and my
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